
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
A Service of Holy Communion  
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Welcome to St James, the parish Church of Bulkington. Thank 
you for joining us today whether you are in the building or worshipping 
from home. We are very glad to be with you.  
 
Holy Communion (or the Eucharist) is the central act of 
Christian worship. Through our community celebration of the 
Eucharist, we tell the story of God with his people throughout history, 
and proclaim that this God, revealed to us in Jesus Christ, is real 
among us.  
 
This service is being livestreamed so that as many as would 
like to can be part of our worship. 
 
As restrictions change, we want to ensure that we have the safest 
possible experience of being with each other for our worship. These 
changes will be under constant review. We ask that you care for 
yourself and others by: 

- Wearing a face covering, unless exempt from doing so. 
- Be mindful of those who wish to maintain distance from others 
- Using hand sanitiser provided 
- Follow the directions of the ministers and stewards 
- Continue giving your name for contact tracing 

 
Please give generously to support St James. You can 

-  
- Join the Parish Giving Scheme (please speak to Rev Charles 

about this) 
- Online at https://tinyurl.com/y5o6gncq 

(the QR code will take you to this page)  
- Make an electronic donation via bank 

transfer or standing order. 
- Place a cash donation (white or brown 

envelope) in the plate on the way into or 
out of Church. 
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The Gathering 
 
As the organ plays, stewards will show us to our seats and we are welcomed 
to the service: 
 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: Amen. 
 

The Greeting  
 
The Lord be with you 
All: and also with you. 
 

 
 
 

Prayer of Preparation 
 

Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Confession and Absolution 
	  
We come to God as one from whom no secrets are hidden, 
to ask for his forgiveness and peace. 
 
Most merciful God, 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
we confess that we have sinned 
in thought, word and deed. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
In your mercy 
forgive what we have been, 
help us to amend what we are, 
and direct what we shall be; 
that we may do justly, 
love mercy, 
and walk humbly with you, our God. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All: Amen. 
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Gloria in Excelsis 
 

Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
 

The Collect 
 
We spend a moment in quiet prayer and then the minister prays:  
 
Almighty God, 
who sent your Holy Spirit 
to be the life and light of your Church: 
open our hearts to the riches of your grace, 
that we may bring forth the fruit of the Spirit 
in love and joy and peace; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
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in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
All: Amen. 
 
The Liturgy of the Word 

 
2 Samuel 11:1-5, 14-15, 26-12:13 

 

In the spring of the year, the time when kings go out to battle, David sent Joab 
with his officers and all Israel with him; they ravaged the Ammonites, and 
besieged Rabbah. But David remained at Jerusalem. 

2 It happened, late one afternoon, when David rose from his couch and was 
walking about on the roof of the king’s house, that he saw from the roof a 
woman bathing; the woman was very beautiful. 3 David sent someone to inquire 
about the woman. It was reported, ‘This is Bathsheba daughter of Eliam, the 
wife of Uriah the Hittite.’ 4 So David sent messengers to fetch her, and she 
came to him, and he lay with her. (Now she was purifying herself after her 
period.) Then she returned to her house. 5 The woman conceived; and she sent 
and told David, ‘I am pregnant.’ 

14 In the morning David wrote a letter to Joab, and sent it by the hand of 
Uriah. 15 In the letter he wrote, ‘Set Uriah in the forefront of the hardest 
fighting, and then draw back from him, so that he may be struck down and die.’ 

But the thing that David had done displeased the LORD, 12 1 and the LORD sent 
Nathan to David. He came to him, and said to him, ‘There were two men in a 
certain city, one rich and the other poor. 2 The rich man had very many flocks 
and herds; 3 but the poor man had nothing but one little ewe lamb, which he 
had bought. He brought it up, and it grew up with him and with his children; it 
used to eat of his meagre fare, and drink from his cup, and lie in his bosom, and 
it was like a daughter to him. 4 Now there came a traveller to the rich man, and 
he was loath to take one of his own flock or herd to prepare for the wayfarer 
who had come to him, but he took the poor man’s lamb, and prepared that for 
the guest who had come to him.’ 5 Then David’s anger was greatly kindled 
against the man. He said to Nathan, ‘As the LORD lives, the man who has done 
this deserves to die; 6 he shall restore the lamb fourfold, because he did this 
thing, and because he had no pity.’ 
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7 Nathan said to David, ‘You are the man! Thus says the LORD, the God of 
Israel: I anointed you king over Israel, and I rescued you from the hand of 
Saul; 8 I gave you your master’s house, and your master’s wives into your 
bosom, and gave you the house of Israel and of Judah; and if that had been too 
little, I would have added as much more. 9 Why have you despised the word of 
the LORD, to do what is evil in his sight? You have struck down Uriah the Hittite 
with the sword, and have taken his wife to be your wife, and have killed him 
with the sword of the Ammonites. 10 Now therefore the sword shall never 
depart from your house, for you have despised me, and have taken the wife of 
Uriah the Hittite to be your wife. 11 Thus says the LORD: I will raise up trouble 
against you from within your own house; and I will take your wives before your 
eyes, and give them to your neighbour, and he shall lie with your wives in the 
sight of this very sun. 12 For you did it secretly; but I will do this thing before all 
Israel, and before the sun.’ 13 David said to Nathan, ‘I have sinned against 
the LORD.’ Nathan said to David, ‘Now the LORD has put away your sin; you 
shall not die. 

This is the word of the Lord  

All: Thanks be to God. 
 

Ephesians 4:1-16 

I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling 
to which you have been called, 2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience, 
bearing with one another in love, 3 making every effort to maintain the unity of 
the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you 
were called to the one hope of your calling, 5 one Lord, one faith, one 
baptism, 6 one God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all. 

7 But each of us was given grace according to the measure of Christ’s 
gift. 8 Therefore it is said, 

‘When he ascended on high he made captivity itself a captive; 
    he gave gifts to his people.’ 

9 (When it says, ‘He ascended’, what does it mean but that he had also 
descended[a] into the lower parts of the earth? 10 He who descended is the same 
one who ascended far above all the heavens, so that he might fill all 
things.) 11 The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, 
some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, 12 to equip the saints for the work 
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of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13 until all of us come to the unity 
of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the 
measure of the full stature of Christ. 14 We must no longer be children, tossed 
to and fro and blown about by every wind of doctrine, by people’s trickery, by 
their craftiness in deceitful scheming. 15 But speaking the truth in love, we must 
grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 16 from whom the 
whole body, joined and knitted together by every ligament with which it is 
equipped, as each part is working properly, promotes the body’s growth in 
building itself up in love. 

 
This is the word of the Lord 
All: Thanks be to God. 

 
Hymn – Just as I am 

 
1. Just as I am, without one plea 

but that thy blood was shed for me, 
and that thou bidst me come to thee, 
O Lamb of God, I come 
 

2. Just as I am, though tossed about 
with many a conflict, many a doubt, 
fightings and fears within, without, 
O Lamb of God, I come. 
 

3. Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind, 
sight, riches, healing of the mind, 
yea, all I need, in thee to find, 
O Lamb of God, I come. 
 

4. Just as I am, thou wilt receive, 
wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve: 
because thy promise I believe, 
O Lamb of God, I come  

5. Just as I am, thy love unknown 
has broken ev’ry barrier down,  
now to be thine, yea, thine alone, 
O Lamb of God, I come. 
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6. Just as I am, of that free love 

the breadth, length, depth and height  
to prove, 
here for a season, then above,  
O Lamb of God, I come. 
 

Charlotte Elliott (1789-1871) 
 
  

 

Gospel Reading – John 6:24-35 
 

When the Gospel is announced the reader says 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
All: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

24 So when the crowd saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples were there, they 
themselves got into the boats and went to Capernaum looking for Jesus. 

25 When they found him on the other side of the lake, they said to him, ‘Rabbi, 
when did you come here?’ 26 Jesus answered them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, you 
are looking for me, not because you saw signs, but because you ate your fill of 
the loaves. 27 Do not work for the food that perishes, but for the food that 
endures for eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. For it is on him that 
God the Father has set his seal.’ 28 Then they said to him, ‘What must we do to 
perform the works of God?’ 29 Jesus answered them, ‘This is the work of God, 
that you believe in him whom he has sent.’ 30 So they said to him, ‘What sign 
are you going to give us then, so that we may see it and believe you? What 
work are you performing? 31 Our ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness; as 
it is written, “He gave them bread from heaven to eat.”’ 32 Then Jesus said to 
them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread from 
heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true bread from heaven. 33 For 
the bread of God is that which[a] comes down from heaven and gives life to the 
world.’ 34 They said to him, ‘Sir, give us this bread always.’ 

35 Jesus said to them, ‘I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never 
be hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. 
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At the end 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.     
All: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon 

 
After the sermon, we share a time of quiet. 

The Creed 
 

    We believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

 
We believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
All: hear our prayer 
 
At the end: 
Merciful Father, 
All: accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our 
Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
The Liturgy of the Sacrament 

 
 
 

The Peace 
Christ is our peace. 
He has reconciled us to God 
in one body by the cross. 
We meet in his name and share his peace. 

cf Ephesians 2.15,16 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 
and also with you. 
 

Hymn – Alleluia, sing to Jesus 
 

1 Alleluia, sing to Jesus, 
his the sceptre, his the throne; 
alleluia, his the triumph, 
his the victory alone: 
hark, the songs of peaceful Sion 
thunder like a mighty flood: 
Jesus out of ev’ry nation, 
hath redeemed us by his blood. 
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2 Alleluia, not as orphans 
are we left in sorrow now; 
alleluia, he is near us, 
faith believes, nor questions how; 
though the cloud from sight received him 
when the forty days were o’er, 
shall our hearts forget his promise, 
‘I am with you evermore?’ 
 

3 Alleluia, bread of angels, 
here on earth our food, our stay; 
alleluia, here the sinful 
come to you from day to day. 
Intercessor, friend of sinners, 
earth’s redeemer, plead for me, 
where the songs of all the sinless 
sweep across the crystal sea. 
 

4 Alleluia, King eternal, 
he the Lord of lords we own; 
alleluia, born of Mary, 
earth his footstool, heav’n his throne; 
he within the veil has entered 
robed in flesh, our great High Priest; 
he on earth both priest and victim 
in the Eucharistic Feast. 
 
William Chatterton Dix (1837-1898) 

 
  
 
There will not be a collection plate passed around today, but please give 
generously to support St James (details on p.2). 
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The Eucharistic Prayer 
 

The Lord is here 
All: His Spirit is with us 
 
Lift up your hearts  
All: We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All: It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
Forgiving and restoring God, we thank and praise you 
because you make the gifts of your creation 
into the means of our redemption 
and you turn our fallen folly into the occasion of your risen glory. 
 
In Christ the Lamb you gave us everything you had. 
Though we strayed from your ways and killed your holy one, 
yet you set before us this gracious banquet 
in which that crucified and risen Lamb reconciles us with you. 
 
And so we live in gratitude for your mercy and in praise of your 

grace, joining the company of heaven in their constant hymn:  
  
  All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
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Faithful Father, in Christ you give us the food that will never perish 
but endures for eternal life. 
Give us this bread always, that coming to you 
your people will never be hungry, 
and believing in you your people will never be thirsty. 
Bless us with the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace 
that this bread and this wine may be for us 
the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Who, at supper with his disciples, took bread, gave you thanks, 
broke the bread, and gave it to them, saying,  
‘Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me.’ 
 
After supper he took the cup. Again he gave you thanks, and gave it 

to his disciples, saying,  
‘Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me,’  
 
Great is the mystery of faith: 
All: Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
 
God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all, 
make your church humble, gentle and patient, 
living a life worthy of its calling. 
You summon apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers 
to equip the saints for the work of ministry,  
for building up the body of Christ.  
 
Empower your people for service and build your church up in love. 
Draw all who look to you with hope into unity of faith, 
growing together into the full stature of Christ. 
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Renew your servants in the gifts of ministry 
and bless any who labour and are heavy-laden 
by surrounding them 
with the joyous companionship of your saints, 
until all who share in one Lord, on faith and one baptism 
are one in unity before your throne, everlasting God, 
Trinity of perpetual peace. 
All: Amen 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
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Breaking of the Bread 
We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ. 
All: Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 
 
All: Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 
 

 
Giving of Communion 

 
We are invited to receive the bread or a blessing 
 
Come to this table, not because you must but because you may; not 
because you are strong but because you are weak; not because you 
have arrived but because you are still on a journey; come because you 
love the Lord a little and want to love him more. Above all, come 
because he loves you and gave himself for you. 
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If you are joining the service online, you might like to use this prayer: 
 

Prayer of Spiritual Communion 
 

Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ,  
for all the benefits you have given me, 
for all the pain and insults you have borne for me. 
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,  
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. 
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, 
may I know you more clearly, 
love you more dearly, 
and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen. 
 
 
 

Prayer after Communion 
 
Almighty God, 
we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out 
in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work 
to your praise and glory. 
Amen. 
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The Dismissal 
 
We share any notices. 
 
 

The Blessing 
 
 

The Dismissal 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord 
All: In the name of Christ. Amen 
 
 
Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England, material 
from which is included in this service, is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000. 
Music used in this service is under terms of CCLI Licence 17774 and Streaming 
Licence 169385. 
 
 


